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Cover: In October 1995 reference-based pricing was introduced as a cost-saving
measure for Pharmacare, British Columbia's drug benefit program. Under this sys-
tem, drugs are grouped into categories according to their therapeutic indications
rather than their pharmacologic properties, and payers are reimbursed for a pre-
scribed drug only to the value of the `reference drug" within the relevant category.
In an editorial beginning on page 1 185, Dr. Robert F. Woollard argues that the ref-
erence-based pricing program should have offered an opportunity for frontline
practitioners and health care bureaucrats to work cooperatively toward improved
cost-effectiveness in drug prescribing. Instead, the imposition of reference-based
pricing without regard to well-established principles of continuing education and
quality assurance restricts the professional freedom of physicians to exercise their
best clinical judgement in prescribing specific drugs for specific patients. Photo by
Francois Proulx.

Couverture En octobre 1995, on a instaure le'tablissement des prix de reference
comme mesure de reduction des coiuts de Pharmacare, programme d'assurance
medicaments de la Colombie-Britannique. Dans le cadre de ce systeme, les medica-
ments sont regroupes en categories selon leurs indications therapeutiques plutot
que leurs proprietes pharmacologiques, et Ion rembourse les payeurs du co&it des
medicaments prescrits jusqu a concurrence de la valeur du <<medicament de
refrence)> dans la categorie pertinente. Dans un editorial qui commence 'a la page
1185, le Dr Robert F. Woollard soutient que le programme d'etablissement des prix
de reference aurait d(u permettre aux praticiens de premiere ligne et aux fonction-
naires de l'assurance-maladie de collaborer 'a l'amelioration de lFefficacite des coiuts
des medicaments prescrits. L'imposition de l'etablissement des prix de reference
sans tenir compte des principes bien etablis de lI'ducation continue et de lassur-
ance qualite reduit plutot la liberte professionnelle des medecins d'exercer leur
meilleur jugement clinique en prescrivant des medicaments precis 'a des patients
precis. Photo par Francois Proulx.
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[letters * correspondance

Instructions to authors: Only letters submitted by mail, courier or e-mail (not fax) that do not exceed 450 words are consid-
ered for publication. Letters referring to recent articles in CMAJ must be received within 2 months of the publication of the article
concemed. Letters sent by mail or courier must be submitted in duplicate and printed in letter-quality type without proportional
spacing. Letters sent by e-mail should be addressed to cmapubs@hpb.hwc.ca, indicating in the subject line "letter to the editor
of CMAJ" and including the telephone and fax numbers of the author or authors. A signed copy must be sent subsequently by fax
or mail. Letters sent by e-mail are published in CMAJ Online before they appear in print. Letters must not duplicate material be-
ing submitted elsewhere or already published. CMAJ corresponds only with the authors of accepted letters. Rejected letters are
destroyed, and accepted letters are subject to editing and abridgement.

Directives aux auteurs : La redaction n'etudiera pour publication que les lettres d'au plus 450 mots soumises par la poste,
par messager ou par courrier electronique (et non par telecopieur). Les lettres qui portent sur des articles r6cents du JAMC
doivent etre regues dans les 2 mois suivant la parution de P'article en cause. Les lettres envoyees par la poste ou par messager
doivent etre pr6sent6es en double et imprimees qualite' lettre, sans espacement proportionnel. Les lettres envoy6es par courrier
6lectronique doivent etre adresskes a cmapubs@hpbhwcca. Leurs auteurs doivent indiquer a la ligne objet *lettre a la r6dac-
tion du JAMC>> et inclure leurs num6ros de t6lephone et de telecopieur. Un exemplaire sign6 de la lettre devra suivre par t616-
copieur ou par la poste. Les lettres regues par courrier electronique sont publiees dans JAMC En direct avant de paraitre dans le
journal. 11 faut 6viter de reproduire des documents soumis ailleurs ou deja publies. Le JAMC ne correspond qu'avec les auteurs
des lettres accept6es, qui peuvent etre corrig6es et abr6g6es. Les lettres rejet6es sont dOtruites.

CMAJ LETTERS ONLINE

CMA Online offers a new service for rapid reac-

tion to articles in CMAJ and to issues in orga-

nized medicine: online letters to the editor, available
exclusively to Internet users.

Now, letters to the editor received via e-mail are

promptly considered, edited and published in CMA
Online before they appear in CMAJ. E-mail re-

sponses to letters published on line are also expe-

dited. In this way, CAAJ hopes to promote lively
and timely interaction among its readers.

Users of CMA Online can

find the new service through
the CMAJ home page (http://
www.hwc.ca:8080/cma/ ONLV
infobase/cmaj/index.htm).

If you wish to submit letters to the editor to be
considered for this new service, address them to
cmapubs@hpb.hwc.ca, indicating in the subject line
"letter to the editor of CMAJ." Please include the
telephone and fax numbers of all authors and indi-
cate whether you wish your e-mail address to be
published with your letter. A signed copy of the let-
ter must be sent subsequently by fax or regular mail.

LETTRES EN DIRECT AU JAMC
AMC En direct offre un nouveau service de

reponse rapide aux articles parus dans le JAMC
et aux enjeux de la profession medicale: des lettres 'a

la redaction en direct, disponibles exclusivement
pour les utilisateurs de lI'nternet.

Les lettres 'a la redaction recues par courrier elec-
tronique sont etudiees sans tarder, corrigees et pu-

bliees dans AMC En direct avant de paraitre dans le
JAMC. Les reponses electroniques aux lettres pu-

bliees en direct sont aussi plus rapides. Le JAMC es-

pere ainsi promouvoir des

L./k.Ikt\tCZ &echanges animes et rapides
entre ses lecteurs.

INE *EN DIRECT Les utilisateurs d'AMC En
direct peuvent trouver le nou-

veau service en consultant la page d'accueil du
JAMC, a l'adresse suivante: http://www.hwc.ca:
8080/cma/infobase/cmaj/index.htm_f.

Si vous voulez presenter des lettres 'a la redaction
pour qu'on envisage de les publier sur ce nouveau

service, veuillez les adresser 'a cmapubs@hpb.
hwc.ca, en indiquant dans la ligne du sujet <<lettre a

la redaction du JAMCG. Veuillez inclure le numero
de telephone et de telecopieur de tous les auteurs et

indiquer si vous voulez que votre adresse electro-
nique soit publiee avec votre lettre. Vous devez nous

faire parvenir ensuite, par telecopieur ou par courrier

regulier, une copie signee de la lettre.
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[ conferences * conferences

This column appears in every issue and lists conferences of national interest taking place in Canada and those outside
Canada that are of international significance, as space permits. Notices must be received at least 3 months before the
meeting. Please address notices to Carolyn Brown, Associate editor, CMAJ, PO Box 8650, Ottawa ON K1G OG8; fax 613
523-0937. Continuing medical education events are listed in a separate column that appears four times a year. Notices
of both types of meetings may also be published as paid advertisements in the Classified Advertising section. Complete
listings of conferences and continuing medical education courses, updated with the most recent information, are avail-
able on CMA Online (http.//www.hwc.ca:8080/cma/) under "CME Corner."

Cette rubrique paraft dans chaque numero. Dans la mesure ou l'espace le permet, elle donne la liste des conferences d'interet
national se tenant au Canada ou organis6es a l'etranger qui sont d'int6ret international. Les avis doivent etre reSus au plus tard
3 mois avant la date de la rencontre. Veuillez envoyer les avis a l'attention de Carolyn Brown, Redactrice associee, JAMC, CP 50,
Ottawa ON KJG OG8; fax 613 523-0937. Les activites d'education medicale continue sont annoncees sous une rubrique
distincte paraissant quatre fois par an. Les deux sortes d'avis peuvent egalement etre publiees comme annonces
classees au tarif correspondant. Pour des listes completes et constamment mises a jour de conferences et de cours
d'6ducation m6dicale continue, consulter AMC En direct (http.//www.hwc.ca:8080/cma/), sous la rubrique <<Coin de
l'EMC>>.

CMA-Sponsored Conferences

Conferences parrainees
par I'AMC

Physician Manager Institute 1996 * L'lnstitut
de gestion medicale 1996

PMI-l/IGM-1
June 9-11 / du 9 au 11 juin Radisson Hotel,

Saskatoon
Sept. 8-10 / du 8 au 10 sept. Sheraton

Centre, Montreal / Montreal

PMI-11/IGM-11
June 12-14 / du 12 au 14 juin Radisson

Hotel, Saskatoon
Sept. 11-13/ du 11 au 13 sept. Sheraton

Centre, Montreal / Montreal

PMI-Ill/IGM-111
May 5-7 / du 5 au 7 mai: Queen's Landing,

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont.
Nov. 10-12 / du 10 au 12 nov.: Waterfront

Hotel, Vancouver

PMI-IV/IGM-IV
May 8-10 / du 8 au 10 mai: Queen's Land-

ing, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont.
Nov. 13-15 / du 13 au 15 nov.: Waterfront

Hotel, Vancouver

PMI Refresher
Oct. 25-27 / du 25 au 27 oct.: Empress Ho-

tel, Victoria
We would be pleased to arrange in-house PMI

programs for your facility or region in English or

in French. To register or for more information
please contact the CMA's Department of Educa-
tion at 800 267-9703.

Nous serions heureux d'offrir des pro-
grammes d'IGM dans votre etablissement ou

dans votre region en anglais ou en fran,ais.
Vous pouvez obtenir plus de renseignements en

communiquant avec le Departement d'education
de l'AMC; tel 800 267-9703

129th Annual Meeting of the Canadian Medical
Association * 129e Assemblee annuelle de
l'Association medicale canadienne

Aug. 18-21, 1996/ du 18 au 21 aout 1996
Sydney, NS
CMA Meetings and Travel Department / De-

partement des conferences et voyages de I'AMC,
PO Box / CP 8650, Ottawa ON K1G OG8; tel/tel
613 731-9331 or/ou 800 267-9703, fax 613
731-8047

Other Conferences
0

Conferences diverses

Apr. 22-23, 1996: Conference for Health Care
Materiel Managers

Don Mills, Ont.
Ontario Hospital Association, 150 Ferrand

Dr., Don Mills ON M3C 1H6; tel 416 429-2661,
fax 416 429-5651

Apr. 22-26, 1996: 14th World Congress on Oc-
cupational Safety and Health (organized by
the Spanish Ministry of Labour and Social Se-
curity through the National Institute for Occu-

pational Safety and Health, the International
Labour Office and the International Social Se-
curity Assocation)

Madrid, Spain
Secretaria del Congreso, Instituto Nacional

de Seguridad e Higiene en el Trabajo, Calle de
Torrelaguna, 73, E-28027 Madrid, Spain; tel 34
1 404-5736, fax 34 1 326-7855

Ou 22 au 26 avr. 1996: 148 congres mondial
sur la securit6 et la sant6 au travail (organis6
par le ministere du travail et de la securite
sociale d'Espagne, par l'intermediaire de
l'lnstitut national de securit6 et d'hygiene du
travail, le Bureau international du travail et
l'Association internationale de la securit6 so-

ciale)
Madrid, Espagne
Secretaria del Congreso, Instituto Nacional

de Seguridad e Higiene en el Trabajo, Calle de
Torrelaguna, 73, E-28027 Madrid, Espagne; tel
34 1 404-5736, fax 34 1 326-7855

Apr. 24, 1996: Legal Series 11 for the Health
Care Industry Legal Issues Facing Hospital
Boards

Don Mills, Ont.
Ontario Hospital Association, 150 Ferrand

Dr., Don Mills ON M3C 1H6; tel 416 429-2661,
fax 416 429-5651

Apr. 24-26, 1996: Disability Management
Today, Tomorrow and Beyond

Winnipeg
Steve Kraichy, Rehabilitation Return to Work

Partnership of the 90s, 2799 Roblin Blvd., Win-
nipeg MB R3R 0B8; tel 204 946-7756
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13. Brown EY, Viscoli CM, Horwitz RI: Preventative health
strategies and the policy makers' paradox. Ann Intern Med
1992; 116: 593-597

14. Grumbach K, Bodenheimer T: Reins or fences: a physician's
view of cost containment. Health Aff (Millwood) 1990; 9 (4):
120-126

15. Hardin G: The tragedy of the commons. Science 1968; 162:
1243-1248

16. Sullivan P: Audience sceptical as critic challenges current
system for paying Canada's MDs. Can Med Assoc J 1995; 152:
93-94

17. Feeny D, Berkes F, McCay B) et al: The tragedy of the com-
mons: twenty-two years later. Hum Ecol 1990; 18: 1-19

18. Ostrom E: The rudiments of a theory of the origins, survival,
and performance of common-property institutions. In Brom-
ley DW, Feeny D, McKean M et al (eds): Making the Commons
Work: Theory, Practice and Policy, Institute for Contemporary
Studies, San Francisco, 1992: 293-318

19. Oakerson R: Analyzing the commons: a framework. In
Bromley DW, Feeny D, McKean M et al (eds): Making the
Commons Work: Theory, Practice and Policy, Institute for Con-
temporary Studies, San Francisco, 1992: 41-59

20. Lomas J, Charles C, Greb J: The Price of Peace: the Structure and
Process of Pbysician Fee Negotiations in Canada [working paper
92-17], Centre for Health Economics and Policy Analysis,
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ont, 1992

21. Kyriakos T: Doctors give JMC agreements mixed reviews.

Med Post 1995; 31 (2): 1, 6, 47

22. Scott G: Small/rural Hospital Emergency Department Pbysician Ser-
vice. Report of the Factfinder Commissioned by the Ontario Ministry of
Health, the Ontario Hospital Association and the Ontario Medical As-
sociation, Ontario Ministry of Health, Toronto, Mar 22, 1995

23. Borsellino M: OMA physicians agree to close offices for so-
cial contract days. Med Post 1995; 31 (1): 1, 42

24. McLeod C: PEI doctors reject plan to reduce office hours.
Med Post 1995; 31 (1): 44

25. Appeal process calms concerns over fee adjustments. Med
Post 1995; 31 (10): 6

26. Evans R: Squaring the Circle: Reconciling Fee-for-service with Global
Expenditure Control [working paper 88-81, Health Policy Re-
search Unit, University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
1988

27. Heiber S, Deber R: Banning extra-billing: just what the doc-
tor didn't order. Can Public Policy 1987; 13 (1): 62-74

28. Landry LP: Physicians want more private-sector spending on
health care, CMA survey reveals. Can Med Assoc J 1994; 151:
1633-1635

29. Borsellino M: Doctors open mind to further private funding.
Med Post 1995; 31 (23): 2, 45

30. Driver D: Plan packs punch. New deal gives Saskatchewan
physicians more clout. Med Post 1995; 31 (19): 1, 44

31. Moulton D: MSNS finally gets OK for groundbreaking deal.
Med Post 1995; 31 (15): 2

Apr. 27-May 1, 1996: Association of Canadian
Medical Colleges, Association of Canadian
Teaching Hospitals and Canadian Association
for Medical Education Annual Meeting

Edmonton
Association of Canadian Medical Colleges,

774 Echo Dr., Ottawa ON KIS 5P2; tel 613
730-0687, fax 613 730-1196; acmc@rcpsc.edu

Du 27 avr. au ler mai 1996 : Assemblee an-
nuelle de l'Association des facultes de m6de-
cine du Canada, I'Association canadienne des
hopitaux d'enseignement et I'Association
canadienne pour l'education m6dicale

Edmonton
Association des facultes de medecine du

Canada, 774, prom. Echo, Ottawa ON K1S 5P2;
tel 613 730-0687, fax 613 730-1196; acmc
@rcpsc.edu

Apr. 28-30, 1996: MedNet and DataMedica Rio
'96 -1st International Symposium on Inter-
net Medical, Computer and Telemedicine

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Continuing Education International System,

PO Box 14700, Ipanema, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;

tel 55 21 983-9361 or 55 21 292-4499, ext.
23999; fax 55 21 226-3303

Apr. 28-May 1, 1996: 8th Annual National
Managed Health Care Congress

Washington
National Managed Health Care Congress,

4000-70 Blanchard Rd., Burlington MA 01803-
9970; tel 617 270-6000, fax 617 270-6004

Apr. 28-May 1, 1996: 87th American Oil
Chemists' Society (AOCS) Annual Meeting and
Expo

Indianapolis
AOCS Education/Meetings Department, PO

Box 3489, Champaign IL 61826-3489; tel 217
359-2344, fax 217 351-8091

Apr. 29-30, 1996: 4th Canadian Pharmaco-
epidemiology Forum (sponsored by the Can-
adian Association for Population Therapeu-
tics)

Saskatoon
Ms. Kathryn Gaebel, executive secretary, Fa-

ther Sean O'Sullivan Research Center, 6th floor,
143 James St. S, Hamilton ON L8P 3A1; tel 905
522-1155, ext. 4901; fax 905 521-6129

Les 29 et 30 avr. 1996: 48 Forum canadien
sur la pharmaco6pidemiologie (commandit6

par l'Association canadienne pour la
th6rapeutique des populations)

Saskatoon
Mme Kathryn Gaebel, secretaire executif, Fa-

ther Sean O'Sullivan Research Center, 6e etage,
143, rue James s, Hamilton ON L8P 3A1; tel
905 522-1155, poste 4901; fax 905 521-6129

Apr. 29-May 1, 1996: A National Institutes of
Health Technology Assessment Conference
Management of Temporomandibular Disorders
(sponsored primarily by the National Institute
of Dental Research and the NIH Office of Med-
ical Applications of Research, cosponsored by
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, the National Institute of Arthritis
and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases, the
National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke, the National Institute of Nursing
Research and the Office of Research on
Women's Health)

Bethesda, Md.
Conference registrar, Technical Resources

International, Inc., 3202 Tower Oaks Blvd.,
Rockville MD 20852; tel 301 770-3153, fax 301
468-2245

1168 CAN MED ASSOC J * 15 AVR. 1996; 154 (8) For prescribing information see pagel281 -*



[ service information * renseignements aux lecteurs ]-

C J*JAMC

Subscriptions and sales
CMAJ is supplied to CMA's paid-up members
as a perquisite of membership. Others may
subscribe yearly. .1996 rates .Canada $100
*:{~mnnkaehr. u,nAaranrI,at.csn mp4rcinp tAfl}}

Replacing missing issues
Claims for missing issues must be made within 3
months of the issue date (subject to availability).
Please submit claims, with a copy of your
mailing ..label. t.o Information Technology.

.F replaceme..nt cop.ies of older isues, when
avail:able see "Sutscriptions and sa es.

(http:/lwww.hwc.ca:8080/cma/infobase/cmaj/
index.htm).

Microform, abstracting and indexing
CAJ is available in microforim from Mic'romedia
Limited, Toronto tel 416 362-5211 or 800 387-
26.89, and University Microfilms International
Ann Arbor. Mich-. tel 8 521-0600 AJ is
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[directory of CMA contacts ]
Fran9ais a fa page opposee

Members wishing to comment on or enquire about issues or to request information should direct their calls to the
following, either by telephone or by fax. The toll-free number for the Canadian Medical Association is 800 267-9703.

Education (fax 613 731
* Medical education: Fleur-Ange Lefebvre
* Canadian Medical Form: Fleur-LAge febvre
e* nderISASU Fleur-A
* Con'nint acrrsi.t2tinn .icerrc..:M.2ra2ret Dulkes.c

-9013) * Physician compensation models: Glenn Brimacombe, John
Feeley

Legal Services
* Informed consent: Judith Bedford-Jones
* Medical records: Judith Bedford-Jones
* Canada. Health Aict: Carole Lucock
* Discrimination: DianeWoollad
* Revis.ion of the Criminal Code: Cole
* KreverlInquiry: Carole Luck.
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[ repertoire des personnes-ressources de I'AMC
English on opposite page

Les membres qui souhaitent se renseigher ou nous faire part de leurs commentaires au sujet de certaines
nunctinne nPanuant rnmmminfnanr dirpnitfmant qvin /p-, norcnnnoc, cniiivantncs nar tdIdnhnnn nil t4IAcnnieur. Lenunitrossull faise IiAisociiquaution dicalteavnd n sta 80028tl-l91i0va3.tuit put tSVipw UU I .L

numdro sans frais de l'Association medicale canadienne est le 800 267-9703.

Affaires publiques
* Lavenir des soins de sante: Lucian Blair
* Programme des contacts medecins-deput
* REER Joseph MAayer
* Rdforme fiscale (TPS): Lucian Blair

Conferences et voyages
Informaton str les con:encs t

(fax 613 731-1755) Services juridiques
* Consentement eclaire Judith Bedford-Jones

:es Mawy Meldrum * Dossiers mddicaux Judith Bedford-Jones
: Loi canadienne sur Ia sante Carol Lucock

* Discrimintion Diane Woollard
(a633107 * :Revsion du e criminel Carole Lucockfax 613731:8047) * Commisson er: oleLucockos~~~~~~~~~~~~~~rC de I'MC e

sa:nt (fax6731-31779)
bse..a1 int trlitf; Dav-;id Walte
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right to charge future trainees "what-
ever they wanted. The college was

buying into what was occurring
across the country, that the senior
colleagues sell out the junior col-
leagues. We refused to participate.`

The matter remains unresolved.
After the strike, residents passed a

vote of nonconfidence in Popkin a

measure of their anger, says Duncan
and applied for union certification.

The university opposed the applica-
tion, and the two sides squared off,
once again, at a labour relations
board hearing in mid-February.
When this was written, that deci-

sion, like one from the Saskatchewan
Court of Appeals, was pending. Pop-
kin says the residents, arguing that
registration and tuition fees are the
same, have taken legal action to

force the college to pay the tuition
on their behalf.

If the court decides in the resident
association's favour, "from my point

of view, it will be unfortunate for us,"
says Popkin, who notes that there
would be an appeal to the Supreme
Court of Canada. "From the resi-
dents' point of view, it will be won-

derful. Mind you, some of the op-

tions we'll have to consider is
whether we can have as many resi-
dency programs."

In the meantime, Popkin says,

Ontario's medical schools also are

considering postgraduate tuition
fees. [As this article went to press,

the Ontario government was consid-
ering a request from the province's
medical schools to charge residents
tuition fees of $1500 a year, begin-
ning this July. Ed.] Sources say

other medical schools, such as Uni-
versity of British Columbia, have
toyed with introducing or raising tu-

ition fees but - temporarily, at least
- have dropped the idea; residents
believe it is because they fear a re-

peat of the Saskatchewan strike.

"It's certainly had a very negative
effect with respect to people's per-

ception of the College of Medicine,"
says Popkin, who reports that he re-

ceivedc a nearly unanimous vote of
confidence from faculty members. "It
certainly was very difficult for those
of us in the dean's office, who had
until that time a very good relation-
ship with residents. After all, I had
been the postgraduate dean or asso-

ciate since 1984."
For Duncan, who like other disen-

chanted Saskatchewan residents is
beginning to look outside the
province for practice opportunities,
the confrontation and strike have
also been "a source of strain and
stress.... I wish that things could be
a little more settled, a little more

amenable, so that we could get about
our business of training."

But he doesn't hold out much
hope. "I'm not optimistic in the
slightest," he says. a

5: ::.. ................

May 1-2, 1996: Business and Health Care: a
Work and Health Perspective (joint health pol-
icy conference of the Centre for Health Eco-
nomics and Policy Analysis and the Institute
for Work and Health)

Toronto
Ms. Tazim Hirani, registration administrator;

tel 416 927-2027, ext. 2105; fax 416 927-4167;
THirani@IWH.on.ca

May 1-5, 1996: Undersea and Hyperbaric
Medical Society 1996 Annual Scientific Meet-
ing

Anchorage, Alaska
Jane Dunne, Undersea and Hyperbaric Med-

ical Society, 10531 Metropolitan Ave., Kensing-
ton MD 20895-2627; tel 301 942-2980; fax 301
942-7804

May 2-3, 1996: Ontario Gerontology Associa-
tion 15th Annual Conference - Changing
Times: Changing Policies, Building Strategies
to Address Today's Realities

Toronto
6th Annual Bayne-Galloway Lecture: Prof.

Susan A. McDaniel, University ofAlberta

Ontario Gerontology Association, 2nd floor,
7777 Keele St., Concord ON L4K 1Y7; tel 905
660-1056, fax 905 660-7450

May 4-9, 1996: American Psychiatric Associa-
tion 149th Annual Meeting

New York
American Psychiatric Association, Division of

Public Affairs, 1400 K St. NW, Washington DC
20077-1676; fax 202 682-6255

May 11, 1996: Medical Psychotherapy for Pri-
mary Care Physicians symposium (sponsored
by Pfizer Canada Inc. and the Medical Clinic
for Person-Centred Psychotherapy)

Toronto
Speakers: Dr. Marian Stuart and Dr. Joel Jef-

fries
Dr. Michael Par6, tel 416 229-2399

May 11-19, 1996: Toward an Electronic Pa-
tient Record '96

San Diego
Medical Records Institute, tel 617 964-3923,

fax 617 964-3926

May 15, 1996: Legal Series 11 for the Health
Care Industry Workers Compensation Act

Don Mills, Ont.
Ontario Hospital Association, 150 Ferrand

For prescribing information see page 1278 --

Dr., Don Mills ON M3C 1H6; tel 416 429-2661,
fax 416 429-5651

May 16-17, 1996: Designing and Implement-
ing Economic Evaluations in Health Care

Hamilton, Ont.
Department of Clinical Epidemiology and

Biostatistics, McMaster University; stephen
@fhs.mcmaster.ca

May 27-28, 1996: Leading Edge Disability
Management: a Comprehensive Forum for
Disability Management Strategies and Solu-
tions

Toronto
(also being held in Vancouver June 3-4,

1996)
Institute for International Research,

1101-60 Bloor St. W, Toronto ON M4W 3B8; tel
416 928-1078, fax 416 928-9613

May 30-31, 1996: Conference for Admitting
Personnel

Don Mills, Ont.
Ontario Hospital Association, 150 Ferrand

Dr., Don Mills ON M3C 1H6; tel 416 429-2661,
fax 416 429-5651
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Physicians of Canada. It is de-
signed to prepare family physi-
cians to deal with the special needs
of gay and lesbian patients. Dr.
May Cohen, chair of the Gender
Issues Committee, said such efforts
should be encouraged because
"there is ample evidence that these
patients do not feel they receive
adequate health care."

* Directed that the CMA draft a
statement of principles concern-
ing the appointment and reap-
pointment of medical staff. Dr.
Ron Wensel, chair of the Com-

mittee on Quality of Care that
will draft the statement, said the
issue has attracted large numbers
of physicians to meetings in Al-
berta, where concern is growing
about morale within the medical
profession. "We're very con-
cerned about the migration of
our skill set," he said. "In Alberta,
we just lost most of our newly
graduated family physicians, and
most have gone to the US."
Approved a motion that the
CMA "become an active partici-
pant in the national unity de-

bate." Dr. Drew Young of British
Columbia said that because med-
icine is a healing profession, it
might be able to work to heal
rifts in national unity. Dr. Rob
Kimball of Nova Scotia said
CMA activities could be included
under the heading of patient ad-
vocacy. "How many of our pa-
tients will be better off in a balka-
nized Canada?" he asked. The
board will form a working group
to develop an action plan for
General Council in time for the
1996 annual meeting.t

June 3-4, 1996: Leading Edge Disability Man-
agement: a Comprehensive Forum for Disabil-
ity Management Strategies and Solutions

Vancouver
(also being held in Toronto May 27-28,

1996)
Institute for International Research,

1101-60 Bloor St. W, Toronto ON M4W 3B8; tel
416 928-1078, fax 416 928-9613

June 3-7, 1996: Ontario Health Promotion
Summer School - Health Promotion: New
Agenda, New Partnerships (coordinated by the
Centre for Health Promotion)

Toronto
Health Promotion Summer School, Addiction

Research Foundation Training and Education,
fax 416 595-6644

June 6-8, 1996: Quality of Life: an Interna-
tional Conference for Families and Profes-
sionals on Developmental and Related Disabil-
ities

Toronto
Quality of Life Conference-Surrey Place Cen-

tre, cdo Continuing Medical Education, University
of Toronto, Faculty of Medicine, Rm. 121, 150
College St., Toronto ON M5S 1A8; tel 416 978-
2719, fax 416 971-2200; a.lind@utoronto. ca

June 9-12, 1996: 4th Canadian Conference on
Health Promotion - Health Promotion and
Population Health: a Meeting of Ideals (pre-
sented by the Montreal Health Promotion Re-
search Centre in collaboration with the Inter-

disciplinary Health Research Group of the
University of Montreal)

Montreal
Louise Potvin, 4th Canadian Conference on

Health Promotion, Interdisciplinary Health Re-
search Group, University of Montreal, PO Box
6128, Station Centre-ville, Montreal QC
H3C 3J7

Du 9 au 12 juin 1996: 40 Congrbs canadien
sur la promotion de la sant6 la promotion
de la sante et la sante des populations: au
confluent des visions (pr6sent6 par le Centre
de recherche en promotion de la sante de
Montreal en collaboration avec le Groupe de
recherche interdisciplinaire en sante de l'Uni-
versite de Montr6al)

Montreal
Louise Potvin, 4e Congres canadien en pro-

motion de la sante, Groupe de recherche inter-
disciplinaire en sante, Universite de Montreal,
CP 6128, Succursale Centre-ville, Montreal QC
H3C 3J7

June 9-13, 1996: Canadian Association of Ra-
diologists 59th Annual Meeting

Vancouver
Canadian Association of Radiologists,

510-5101 Buchan St., Montreal QC H4P 2R9;
tel 514 738-3111, fax 514 738-5199

Du 9 au 13 juin 1996 596 assemblee annuelle
de I'Association canadienne des radiologistes

Vancouver
Association canadienne des radiologistes,

510-5101, rue Buchan, Montreal QC H4P 2R9;
tel 514 738-3111, fax 514 738-5199

cology Studies: Current Issues and Trends for
the Next Century

Baltimore
Conferences, Scientists Center for Animal

Welfare, Golden Triangle Building One,
340-7833 Walker Dr., Greenbelt MD 20770; tel
301 345-3500, fax 301 345-3503

June 13-15, 1996: Teaching to Promote
Women's Health

Toronto
Women's College Hospital, tel 416 862-9067,

fax 416 862-2238

June 14, 1996: 38th Annual Departmental Re-
search Day and 16th Clement McCulloch Lec-
ture

Toronto
Guest speaker: Prof. D. McLeod, FRCS,

FRCOphth
Dr. David S. Rootman, Department of Oph-

thalmology, University of Toronto, 115-1 Spad-
ina Cres., Toronto ON M5S 2J5; tel 416
603-5401

Judy Cardwell, coordinator, tel 416
978-2635, fax 416 978-1522; J.Cardwell
@utoronto.ca

Du 16 au 19 juin 1996 : Assembl6e generale
annuelle et congres biennal de l'Association
des infirmieres et infirmiers du Canada

Halifax
Patricia Mohr, coordonnatrice de con-

ferences, Association des infirmieres et infir-
miers du Canada, 50, the Driveway, Ottawa ON
K2P 1E2; tel 613 237-2133 ou 800 361-8404,
fax 613 237-3520; CNA@magi.com

June 10-11, 1996: Animal Welfare and Toxi-
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Jill Rice: "You need to achieve a balance."

dette. `I found myself feeling some-

thing very different during each rota-
tion, with some issues becoming
more and more difficult. I remember
at first I was not really prepared at all
for the harshness, the realities of
medicine, and I think this session re-

ally helped out a lot. But I think hav-

ing some sort of continuity [through-
out medical -school] would have been
more practical."

The need for continuity is not
news to Labrosse and Dagg, whose
plans include expansion. A pilot fol-
low-up program last year during the
internal medicine rotation one of
the most intense rotations the stu-
dents encounter was well received
and will be repeated.

Labrosse says the next step is to

recruit faculty within each clinical de-
partment at the medical school to run

follow-up sessions in their rotations.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that

the program paves the way in help-
ing young medical students deal with
the end-of-life issues they will in-
evitably face, but Labrosse would like
to see data to back up the anecdotes
and plans to conduct a research
study to gauge the program's impact.

Medical programs across the

country are undergoing significant
.changes today, mostly in response to
internal and external criticisms that
Labrosse thinks revolve around issues
such as communication skills, ethics
and the imbalance between the sci-
entific and human sides of medicine.

Labrosse and Dagg think the
U of 0 program will help students
attain a better balance between the
two. They both hope similar pro-

grams will eventually be taught as a

matter of course in medical schools
across the country.

As for James B., 7 years after his
original diagnosis he was told he had
another tumour, this time on his left
lung. Because chemotherapy was in-
effective, a partial resection was per-

formed. The tumour reappeared in
1992 and the remainder of his left
lung was removed. Since then, regu-

lar checkups have revealed no new

problems. m

June 16-19, 1996: Canadian Nurses Associa-
tion Annual General Meeting and Biennial
Convention

Halifax
Patricia Mohr, conference coordinator, Can-

adian Nurses Association, 50 the Driveway, Ot-
tawa ON K2P 1E2; tel 613 237-2133 or 800
361-8404, fax 613 237-3520; CNA@magi.com

June 16-19, 1996: Symposium on Diet, Nutri-
tion and Health: an Update (precedes the
Canadian Federation of Biological Sciences
Annual Meeting)

London, Ont.
Centre for Human Nutrition, University of

Western Ontario, London ON N6A 5C1; tel 519
661-3096, fax 519 661-4006

June 16-19, 1996: 13th International Confer-
ence on Human Tumour Markers (organized
by the Singapore Association of Clinical Bio-
chemists in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Academy of Tumor Marker Oncology)

Singapore
13th IATMO Conference Secretariat, Academy

of Medicine, Singapore, 16 College Rd., #01-01,
Singapore 0316

July 6, 1996: HIV Prevention Works (satellite
symposium of the 11th International Confer-
ence on AIDS, presented in collaboration with
the National AIDS Strategy of Health Canada,
the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS and the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention)

Vancouver
Canadian Public Health Association,

400-1565 Carling Ave., Ottawa ON K1Z 8R1;
tel 613 725-3769, fax 613 725-9826

Le 6 juill. 1996 : La prevention du VIH, ga
marche (symposium satellite de la 11@ Con-
ference internationale sur le SIDA, en colla-
boration avec la Strat6gie nationale sur le
SIDA de Sante Canada, le Programme com-
mun des Nations Unies sur le VIW/SIDA et les
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
americains)

Vancouver
Association canadienne de sante publique,

400-1565, ave. Carling, Ottawa ON K1Z 8R1;
tel 613 725-3769, fax 613 725-9826

July 14-17, 1996: Overtraining and Over-
reaching in Sport: Physiological, Psychologi-
cal and Biomedical Considerations

Memphis, Tenn.
Laura Wilhelm, Human Kinetics, 1607 N Mar-
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ket St., PO Box 5076, Champaign 11 61825-
5076; tel 800 747-4457 or 217 351-5076, fax
217 351-2674

Aug. 23-25, 1996: Ethical Issues in the Care
of Incompetent Patients

Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Dr. Jos V.M. Welie, Clinical Ethics Research,

Education and Consultation (CEREC) Center of
Southeast Florida, PO Box 292932, Fort Laud-
erdale FL 33329-2932; tel 305 424-9304;
jwelie@bcfreenet.seflin.lib.fl.us

Aug. 25-29, 1996: Managing Health Care:
Building on Evidence course

Mactier, Ont.
Gale Delaney, Institute for Clinical Evaluative

Sciences in Ontario, G-106, 2075 Bayview Ave.,
North York ON M4N 3M5; tel 416 480-4055, ext.
3888; fax 416 480-6048; courses@ices.on.ca,
website: http://www.ices.on.ca/docs/courses.
htm

Aug. 25-Sept. 1, 1996: Family Medicine into
the 21st Century

Alaska to Vancouver aboard the M.S. Ryndam
Sea Courses, 32-550 Beatty St., Vancouver

BC V6B 2L3; tel 604 589-6111, fax 604
589-8955
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Died Oct. 23 aged 58; survived by
her husband, Blake MacKenzie, and
two children.

Tennent, Helen L., Winnipeg; Univer-
sity of Manchester (England), 1948;
anesthesia; MB, ChB; DA(Lond),
FRCPC; staff, Salvation Army Grace
General Hospital; lecturer, University
of Manitoba. Died Nov. 19 aged 70.

Thibault, Eugene, Lasalle (Que.);
Universite de Montreal, 1927;
medecine interne; FRSH(Eng),
FACHA; ancien directeur medical du
Centre Hospitalier de Verdun.
D'cede le 14 octobre 'a lage de 96.

Walsh, Cyril J. (Skit), Shea Heights,
Nfld.; Dalhousie University, 1944;
ophthalmology; active staff and for-
mer director of ophthalmology, Dr.
Charles A. Janeway Child Health
Centre; active staff, Children's Reha-

Sept. 25-28, 1996: Canadian Mental Health
Association 1996 National Conference
Awakening to Partnerships in Crisis Interven-
tion, Media and Criminal Justice

Hamilton, Ont.
Marianne Dewar, Meeting Management Ser-

vices Inc., 2267 Abbotsbury St., Burlington ON
L7P 4H7; tel 905 335-7993 or 800 625-7925

Du 25 au 28 sept. 1996 : Congres national
1996 de l'Association canadienne pour la
sant6 mentale - Reveil aux coalitions pour
crise d'intervention, media et justice cri-
minelle

Hamilton (Ont.)
Marianne Dewar, Meeting Management Ser-

vices Inc., 2267, rue Abbotsbury, Burlington ON
L7P 4H7; t61 905 335-7993 ou 800 625-7925

Sept. 26-28, 1996: Ontario Medical Associa-
tion and Canadian Anaesthestists' Society An-
nual Fall Meeting

Windsor, Ont.
OMA/CAS Meeting 1996, c/o Mrs. Anne Dube,

executive secretary, Hotel-Dieu Grace Hospital,
1030 Ouellette Ave., Windsor ON N9A lE1; for
telephone and fax enquiries, Dr. Bill Taylor, tel
519 973-4421, fax 519 973-0645

bilitation Centre; courtesy staff, St.
Clare's Mercy Hospital; associate clin-
ical professor, Memorial University.
Died Nov. 17 aged 76; survived by his
wife, Marion, and four children.

Wilson, Gerald E., Amherstview,
Ont.; University of Toronto, 1932;
psychiatry; DPsy; RCAMC, WW11;
former staff psychiatrist, Hotel Dieu
Hospital; former consultant, Corn-
wall General Hospital; retired acting
commanding officer, 11 Medical
Corps, Kingston, Ont. Died Nov. 12
aged 89; survived by his son, Dr. An-
drew Wilson, and daughters Linda,
Rosemary and Erin.

Wong, John, Victoria; University of
British Columbia, 1956; otolaryngol-
ogy; FRCSC; former board member,
Victoria Chinatown Care Centre
and Victoria Medical Society. Died
Nov. 16 aged 66; survived by his

Oct. 4-6, 1996: Frontiers in Lipid and Lipopro-
tein Research: Basic Science, Analytical, Clin-
ical and Public Health Education

Dallas
Study credits available.
Paula M. Steiner, Medical Research Labora-

tories, 2 Tesseneer Dr., Highland Heights KY
41076; tel 606 781-8877, ext. 252; fax 606
781-9310; lipf@cehehl1em.cdc.gov

Oct. 18-20, 1996: Canadian Medical Society
on Alcohol and Other Drugs 8th Annual Scien-
tific Meeting- the Art of Addiction Medicine

North York, Ont.
Wilcom Services Inc., 59 Horner Dr., Nepean

ON K2H 5G1; tel 613 596-6064, fax 613
596-0711

Les 28 et 29 nov. 1996: Colloque du 20e an-
niversaire de la Revue d'epidemiologie et de
sante publique (avec l'aide de l'lnstitut na-
tional de la sant6 et de la recherche medicale
et des editions Masson)

Paris, France
Nadine Job-Spira, Secretariat de la RESP,

Porte 26, Secteur bleu, H6pital de Bicetre, 82,
rue du General Leclerc, 94276 Le Kremlin-
Bicetre Cedex, France; tel 33 1 4521-2343, fax
33 1 4521-2075

Du 28 au 30 nov. 1996: Congres sur la

wife, Leonora, and five children.

Wood, Lome G., Vancouver; Univer-
sity of Alberta, 1935; urology; FRCSC;
RCAMC, WW II; former staff, Van-
couver General and St. Vincents hospi-
tals; professor emeritus, University of
British Columbia; past president,
American Urological Association
(western section); editorial board
member, Journal of Urology. Died Oct.
10 aged 86; survived by four children.

Woodley, W. Robert, Hornby Island,
BC; University of Ottawa, 1952; di-
agnostic radiology; FRCPC; former
staff, Vernon Jubilee Hospital. Died
July 12 aged 76.

Zakem, S. Samir, Pierrefonds (Que.);
Alexandria University, I'Egypte,
1960; omnipraticien. Decede le 8 no-
vembre 'a l'age de 63; laisse son
epouse Marie Caloutsi et une fille.

recherche interdisciplinaire en sante (par-
rain6 par l'Association canadienne des ecoles
universitaires de nursing, I'Association des in-
firmibres et infirmiers du Canada, la Fonda-
tion des infirmieres et infirmiers du Canada et
le Groupe canadien de recherche infirmiere)

Ottawa
Secretariat de la conference, Association

canadienne des ecoles universitaires de nurs-
ing, 325-350, rue Albert, Ottawa ON K1R B11;
tel 613 563-1236, ext. 280; fax 613 563-7739;
causn@aixl .uottawa.ca

Shirley Verheyden, coordonnatrice du con-
gres, 9, rue Kitimat, Nepean ON K2H 7G4; tel
613 829-9076, fax 613 829-2883

Nov. 28-30, 1996: Interdisciplinary Health Re-
search Conference (sponsored by the Can-
adian Association of University Schools of
Nursing, the Canadian Nurses Association, the
Canadian Nurses Foundation and the Can-
adian Nursing Research Group)

Ottawa
Conference Secretariat, Canadian Associa-

tion of University Schools of Nursing, 325-350
Albert St., Ottawa ON K1R lB1; tel 613
563-1236, ext. 280; fax 613 563-7739; causn
@aixl.uottawa.ca

Shirley Verheyden, conference coordinator, 9
Kitimat Cres., Nepean ON K2H 7G4; tel 613
829-9076, fax 613 829-2883
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